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Motivated by a desire to achieve protection from the elements, the 
long-standing Soviet practice has been to provide garage-like shelters 
for the tanks, armored personnel carriers, and support vehicles organic 
to its combat formations wherever and whenever it is convenient to do so. 
At present, in the judgment of the DIA experts who monitor such matters, 
Warsaw Pact cantonments already contain sufficient numbers of such 
structures to house all of the Soviet and Eastern Europe armored combatants, 


and a significant proportion of the trucks and other support vehicles, 


cS aenprCe 


now in residence at those facilities. At any given time, eighty percent 


or more of the armored combat vehicles would be expected to be inactive 
and under-roof, while the remaining one-fifth was engaged in routine training 
aveneises'. 

The sheltering available to Warsaw Pact frontal aviation forces is 
more extensive still. Since 1968, the Soviets have constructed enough 
blast resistant "hangerettes" to accommodate ninety percent of the NATO- 
oriented tactical fighters bombers on a one-for-one basis. Since many of 
these structures are capable of accepting several fighter-bomber sized air- 
craft, practical sheltering capacity holds some slack which could be used 
to accommodate wartime reinforcements. Similar arrangements do not, 
however, exist for transport aircraft, or for the bombers and reconnaissance 
types assigned to long-range aviation forces, none of which ordinarily 
reside in covered structures. 

Although emplaced for different purposes, both the environmental 
shelters housing the major equipfage of the land forces and the bomb 
shelters protecting the tactical combat aircraft serve very effectively 


DIA review(s) completed. 
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